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A $700,000 dump in Robertson
By Eliza Winkler

NEXT time you flush in a
rush it could be worth
considering, how much
does your poo cost you?

A cash overrun of
around $300,000 could
flow-on from the long
awaited Robertson
Sewerage Scheme.

The final project costs
went before council in
this week’s ordinary
meeting for the scheme
that started construction
in 2011. 

An estimated $32.6
million was originally cal-
culated in March 2013 to
cover the cost of the
25km sewerage reticula-
tion around the village, a
pumping station, effluent
transfer main, irrigation
dam and treatment plant
for around 700 proper-
ties. 

In the updated report
the amount for construc-
tion contract had been
reduced to $32.1 million,
some $500,000 under

budget, however a num-
ber of issues during the
final stages of comple-
tion added an additional
$700,000 to the final bill.

A council spokesper-
son said to commission
the facility they needed a
certain amount of sewer-
age flow for the plant to
operate effectively. 

“To get the plant up
and running, and actually
take it over, we needed to
cart 200,000 litres of sew-
erage out to Robertson

from other parts of the
shire,” the spokesperson
said.

“That continued for
quite a number of months
and council incurred a
cost of nearly $700,000.”

A council staff mem-
ber said when the project
was first commissioned,
two  20,000 litre trucks
plus one 5000 litre truck
made between four to five
deliveries each day. The
“top-ups” have now
stopped because the

plant is receiving an ade-
quate flow from the resi-
dents who have now
connected.

“Flows were not what
we thought, we have
about 250 connected at
the moment and only
110,000 litres of flow, so
we’re at about 50 per cent
of the way to a normal
flow,” the council
spokesperson said.

“We are working with a
contractor on connec-
tions and testing and

holding onto bonds until
all the work is completed
so the council and com-
munity won’t be out of
pocket.”

Construction is not yet
complete on the project
and works on Sheepwash
Road are set to be com-
pleted by March 2014. 

Pictured: Robertson’s icon-
ic Big Potato, often affec-
tionately referred to as the
big spud.. 
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