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Moments in nature
MAIN: Thomas Cecchi at his gallery at Hillview.  INSET: An artwork of a woman carved and created in a Eucalyptus trunk. Photo by Eliza Winkler

C
OILED by the hills of the
Highlands, a passionate
romance between an artist
and nature swirls in the

breeze. 
World renowned Italian artist,

Thomas Cecchi will call the
Highlands home for the next few
months, living out his days at the
Hillview Heritage Hotel. 

With the "power of Australian
Mother Nature" as his muse, Thomas
said he came to the region to hush
his mind, "become quiet in his soul"
and delve deeper within his creative
self. 

"There is a beautiful energy here. I
love the rustic bush around me and
being out in nature," Thomas said.

"I came here because of the quiet
and the peacefulness of this place
and this area. It is good for me, for
my soul and for my character.

"The materials I find walking

through the bush inspire new ideas
for the projects I am working on."

Humbled by his surrounds,
Thomas has created a wooden work-
place that folds into the lands mak-
ing sure not to neglect any of the
elements. 

With wide eyes Thomas takes to
the bush daily to quietly accumulate
raw materials. 

"Most of the materials I pick are
the ones that other people might
think are no longer alive or useless. I
like the eucalyptus tree stumps that
lie on the ground and have been hol-
lowed out by termites. 

"I also really love metal materials
that have rusted, I love the texture
and the story of that material as it
has come to be that way over time."

Thomas' creativity spills onto a
busy canvas, as he has mastered a
multitude of mediums including
sculptures, painting and drawing. 

His innate talents were cultivated

as a child in Florence, Italy at the
ankles of his artistic grandfather.

"I don't remember the exact
moment when I became an artist,
but my family were all creative in art,
music and food," he said.

"I remember one time with my
grandfather when I spied on him
through the door of his artroom and
watched him as he created, drew and
painted."

As an avid traveller, Thomas spent
two years living and working in New
York City and featured his art in sev-
eral Manhattan Galleries.

Back in Italy, a unique two-metre
high bronze sculptor of Pinocchio
sits in the Florence Central Market
Square, alongside the house where
Carloe Lorenzzi was born. 

He studied Fine Arts in Florence
but maintains, at heart he remains a
"revolution artist" driven by a magic
that happens inside.

"I just be myself and find some-

thing, an idea, that comes naturally,"
Thomas said.

"Many of my pieces are from dif-
ferent moments in my life and sym-
bolise something from those times.

"I am so lucky for my talents and
at heart I am a big child."

Running high on"new adrenalin",
Thomas said that his travels around
Australia and the Highlands have
opened up a new chapter of his life. 

"In Australia you see the power of
Mother Nature, and my experiences
here have made me quiet in my
soul," he said.

"I have stood at the edge of the
Blue Mountains as the sun goes
down and the beautiful energy of
what was in front of me made me cry.

"When I think of myself older, I
think of myself in Australia, here in a
new job, new projects and in a new
dimension of my life."

• By Eliza Winkler

lifestyle jackie.meyers@fairfaxmedia.com.au

Life in our district 
Contact: 

Jackie Meyers

"I came here because of the quiet
and the peacefulness of this

place. It is good for my soul and
for my character.”


