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WORD the Abbott government is
actively considering raising the
pension age to 70 is cause for
concern.

Despite Prime Minister Tony
Abbott’s pre-election promise of
“no cuts to education, no cuts to
health, no changes to the
pension, no changes to the GST
and no cuts to the ABC or SBS”,
the scissors are out.

This week treasurer Joe
Hockey said the pension age
would have to rise and 70 was
the age being considered to cope
with the age pension that was

growing at a “massive rate”.
There are currently 1.427

million Australians on the full age
pension and 943,000 on a
partial pension.

In the Southern Highlands, 36
per cent of residents are aged
above 55 with 21.7 per cent
already at the current pension
age of 65.

There has been backlash from
the Labor party, welfare groups,
seniors groups and unions with
concerns that 58 per cent of
people over 65 were already
living under the poverty line of

$400 a week. And now it seems
Australia’s most vulnerable could
have to slug it out till they’re 70.

While some in their 70s may
be lucky enough to be fighting fit,
those who have followed a
different career path may not be.

In May 2009 the construction
industry employed 9.1 per cent of
the Australian workforce, making
it the nation’s fourth largest
industry (ABS). In the Highlands
15.7 per cent work in the trade
industries.

Anyone who has been
employed or knows someone

employed in the industry and
other heavy industries will know it
is an extremely physically
demanding career. One would
think that at the age of 70,
scaling the scaffolding on a two
metre high building would be
somewhat difficult. Even on a
good day.

The future for Generation X is
also looking rather bleak. If the
pension age should continue to
rise, people could be applying for
the pension with one foot in
grave. 

The government has argued

some pensioners are claiming
while having assets over $1
million. Which is a rather stark
contradiction to the Abbott
government’s decision to give six
months paternity leave to people
earning $150,000 a year.

While it is important the
government is careful with the
country’s budget, one would think
a means test would be more
suitable. Rather than slamming
down a one size fits all policy for
a country full of many different
shapes and sizes.

•By Eliza Winkler
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Just correct policy
I NOTED at the last Council
meeting on Wednesday (April 9)
that one issue raised during the
now truncated “questions from the
public” section was addressed by
Cr Scandrett, as an issue where
“neighbouring residents had been
let down”. 

I do not know the full specifics,
but it seemed to relate to the
difference between the reflective
capacity of painted galvanised iron
roof, which the neighbours thought
was being installed, and what a
builder has constructed, which
presumably was a fully reflective,
shiny new roof. 

The rub being the existing
residents suggesting that they had
no objection to the original
notification process which had
suggested the roof was to be a
dully painted Colourbond surface
rather than the one foisted upon
them, but would have had an
objection if they knew that the
more reflective surface was going
to be installed.

The real issue of interest was
not necessarily the roofing issue,
but the fact that the DA tracker
system seemed to support the
existing residents expectations, so
presumably there has been a latter
dated change not communicated
to the existing residents.

Councillor’s lamentations offer
cold comfort to existing residents.
Either the approval process
policies need to be addressed, so
that no subsequent arbitrary
decision making can occur from
that communicated to existing
ratepayers, or existing neighbours
do have rights. There is no point
excusing this away by saying that
time will mellow the patina of a
nastily reflective surface,
especially when the existing
residents had not complained if
the construction had taken place
as they had expected.

It is the (subsequent) and
arbitrary decision making that

councillors are installed to monitor
and correctly, and fairly, control. No
lamentations... just correct policy.

Mark Sainsbury
Bowral

Thanks for the support
ON BEHALF of the Leukaemia
Foundation, I would like to thank
your readers who participated in
and supported the World’s
Greatest Shave (WGS) 2014.

Thousands of brave Australians
signed up to shave or colour their
hair to help lessen the impact of
blood cancer.

As the Leukaemia Foundation
receives no ongoing government
funding, funds raised by the WGS
will help meet the increasing
demand for our support services
which sees one Australian
diagnosed with a blood cancer or a
related blood disorder every 46
minutes.

Each year, the Foundation

supports thousands of people and
their families by providing services
at no cost. 

These services include:
information, emotional support,
transport and accommodation for
regional families required to
relocate closer to metropolitan
treatment centres. 

We also invest millions of
dollars each year into vital
research to improve treatments
and find cures for blood cancer. In
NSW we hope to raise over $6.1

million. Thanks to all of our
supporters, we are on our way to
reaching our goal. There is still
time for people to sign up or make
a donation by
visitingwww.worldsgreatestshave.c
om. On behalf of all those
diagnosed and their families in
NSW who will be supported as a
direct result of the WGS, thank
you.

Christine McMillan
General Manager- Leukaemia

Foundation NSW and ACT
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