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By Eliza Winkler

THERE are health concerns for
residents from a "dirt road dust
storm" on a rural Moss Vale
road. 

An upgrade of Bulwer Road,
Moss Vale, was adopted in last
week's Ordinary Council
Meeting. The dirt road will be
partially sealed at one end and
fixed to a "maintained" state at
the other end. 

Along with nine other resi-
dents, Councillor Holly
Campbell raised concerns
about the level and type of dust
that has been blowing off the
road that is to remain
unsealed. 

Cr Campbell said they could
potentially have a "court case
on their hands" if council did
not consider sealing the whole
road. 

"We have a whole family
that is visiting a lung specialist
at St Vincent's. That is how seri-
ous this is," Cr Campbell said. 

"What happens if these peo-
ple get sick and we find our-
selves with some medical bills.

"The state of that section is
absolutely appalling and this is
very fine dust-like talcum pow-

der- that floats over this prop-
erty every time a car goes along
that road and the corner that is
going to remain unsealed."

A Bulwer Road resident,
Denise Gordon said she was
concerned about what was in
the dust, after her family had
fallen ill to numerous respira-
tory and throat problems.

"For two and a half years we
have been breathing it in and
we don't even know what is in
it," she said.

"It's not like regular red dirt,
it's a fine white ash. Like self
raising flour. This summer I
have had to leave for three
weeks.

"My mother is now con-
fined to an oxygen tank, 24
hours a day, my 15-year-old
daughter complains of a sore
throat and I have been in and
out of the doctors.

"On a dry day, we can't even
have a window open, if we go
outside we are coated in the
dust and I can't see my daugh-
ter in front of me a mere few

meters away.
"It's barbaric to expect any-

one to live in this. I'm sick of
living in a house like this where
we dare to even open a win-
dow."

Cr Campbell requested to
be present during a core sam-
pling of the road since she
found out about the problem,
but was not advised it was con-
ducted.  

A council spokesperson
said that the sample had been
taken and he understood that
it did not present anything that
would "cause concern" to any-
one living on that road.

Three options were listed in
the report, one to seal the
entire road at a cost of $180,000
and the others for a partial
sealing at a cost of approxi-
mately $60,000. 

A council spokesperson
said that there was not enough
funding available to seal the
entire road in the budget,
which was already committed
to other projects.

Councillor Larry Whipper
said the recommended option
to partially seal the road, was
the "only responsible way".

"To deprive other projects,
that have already been
approved by council I think is
certainly a concern," Cr
Whipper said.

"The only responsible way
is to approve the recommen-
dation and reassess the situa-
tion after that work is done and
try to budget it into future
budgets for consideration."

Cr Campbell said council
road policies and strategies
need to be revised.

"A preventative, rather than
reparative approach is way
more cost effective," she said. 

"The cost of maintaining
this road in a graded, responsi-
ble manner until such time as
it gets sealed seems to me to be
bad policy, bad maintenance
and bad service to the commu-
nity."

An estimated $60,000 will
be spent to fix the road and
construction on the upgrade is
expected to start in March this
year.

Dust raises health concerns
Joan and Denise Gordon are confined to the inside of their house to escape the dust. Photo by Eliza Winkler

"My mother is now confined to an oxygen tank, 24
hours a day, my 15-year-old daughter complains of a
sore throat and I have been in and out of the doctors.”

Domestic violence 
support

A CONFIDENTIAL workshop, A Way
to You, is held each Wednesday
from 10am to midday for women
who have experienced or who are
experiencing domestic violence. 
There a guest speakers and helpful
discussion topics. Details: Family
Support on 4862 1777.
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We have moved to:

162 Argyle Street, Moss Vale

D A P T O   / M O S S  V A L E   / P O R T  K E M B L A
S A N C T U A R Y  P O I N T   / S O U T H  N O W R A

02 4869 1530  / 193 LACKEY ROAD, MOSS VALE

COMPETITIVE PRICES ON ALL BRANDS
OF PASSENGER, 4WD, L/TRUCK,

H/TRUCK, AGRICULTURE AND ATV TYRES

BUY 4 TYRES
AND GET A WHEEL
ALIGNMENT FOR 

½ PRICE
WHEEL & TYRE PACKAGES

BRAKE REPAIRS / 4WD LIFT KITS
SUSPENSION REPAIRS & MODIFICATIONS

PRECISION WHEEL ALIGNMENTS
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Master Licence 408 274 662
ASO - SECURITY ELECTRICAL

COMMUNICATIONS

ONE
CALL

FOR ALL YOUR

Local Company

www.asosec.com

SECURITY, ELECTRICAL AND
COMMUNICATION NEEDS

SAVE 25% OFF YOUR
CURRENT MONITORING

RATE!

1323720


