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YOUR GUIDE TO THE CLUB OF THE HIGHLANDS

By Eliza Winkler

MANY of the council meeting pat-
terns of 2013 have continued into
the new year of business.

The relatively amicable return
for the first Ordinary Council
Meeting wasn’t enough with 18
items of the 38 on the agenda not
covered within the required time
frame.

Failure to complete business
between the set time of 3.30pm
and 8pm was commonplace last
year with many matters carried
over from one meeting to the next.

Despite this, council decided in
September 2013 that the Ordinary
Council Meetings would be held
monthly in the year ahead.

A larger than normal business

paper, as well as significant domi-
nation of the floor by one council-
lor and lengthy discussion over
wording of some matters hindered
the progress of business. This
resulted in a return to the patterns
of 2013 with several matters held
over for another month.

Three petitions were bumped
to the next Ordinary Meeting to be
held on the March 26, one with 137
signatures on the installation of a
pedestrian crossing.

Five Questions with Notice
were also not covered in the meet-
ing, including three items that
were carried over from the council
meeting held in December last
year. These included the
Highlands Waste Service,
Community Coal Reference Panel

and a matter regarding a WIN TV
interview. Other items not covered
were Questions with Notice about
the Mayoral Car and the Bowral
Country Club.

Five Committee Reports on
Advisory, Internal Audit, Finance
and the minutes from two
Environment and Sustainability
Meetings also remain unresolved. 

Five Notices of Motion were not
covered in open council during the
allocated time frame. However, to
the relief of one member in the
gallery, who had sat in the cham-
bers for five hours, their matter
rolled over into closed council fol-
lowing an objection from another
gallery member.

During the four hour and 15
minute meeting, Councillor Ian

Scandrett stood up about 23 times
to total approximately 48 minutes
of airtime. During the fourth hour
of the meeting Cr Scandrett then
accused Mayor Juliet Arkwright of
“filibustering”.

Meanwhile, almost five min-
utes was spent trying to identify if a
councillor or a member of public
had brought about legal costs of
more than $11,000 for a GIPA
inquiry, while more time was also
spent pondering the definition of
the word “termination” with
regard to the departure of general
manager Jason Gordon late last
year. 

The next Ordinary Council
Meeting will be held on
Wednesday, March 26 at the cham-
bers in Moss Vale.

Delays hinder agenda

POLICE WARNING:
Lock up for safety

• See story Page 3

Bowral Police Constable Chris Evans reminds Highlanders to lock up their vehicles and don't leave valuables in sight. Photo by Josh Bartlett.

Capture life’s precious moments with
 a family photographic experience

Bowral - Phone 4862 1574
www.mckayphotography.com.au

1311080


